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CIVILIZATION: THE ERA OF THE TANG AND SONG DYNASTIES

                                                Pages 262 – 287

I. SUMMARY

A. Rebuilding the Imperial Edifice in the Sui-Tang Era

The emergence of the Sui dynasty at the end of the 6th century C.E. from the patchwork of warring states that had predominated for nearly four centuries signaled a return to strong dynastic control. In the Tang era that followed, the bureaucratic institutions begun under the Han were restored, improved, and expanded. A Confucian revival enhanced the position of the scholar-gentry and provided the basis for a return to highly centralized rule under an imperial dynasty.

B. Tang Decline and the Rise of the Song

After several centuries of rule, the Tang fell on hard times. Beset by internal rebellions and nomadic incursions, the Tang gave way to the Song in the early 10th century C.E. Although the Song domains were smaller than the Tang, a Confucian revival flourished under the successor dynasty. Following new waves of nomadic invasions, in the mid-12th century the Song lost control of north China. A century and a half later, their empire in south China fell to the Mongols.

C. Tang and Song Prosperity: The Basis of a Golden Age

The Tang and Song period was a time of major transitions. Shifts in the population balance within China, new patterns of trade and commerce, urban expansion, novel forms of artistic and literary expression, and a series of technological breakthroughs contributed to new directions in Chinese civilization. These shifts became pronounced in the late Tang period and the Song dynasty. The China that emerged from this era was wealthy and market-oriented and more bureaucratized, urbanized, and cosmopolitan than the Han civilization.

D. Conclusion: The End of the Song – The Legacy of Two Great Dynasties

The long Tang-Song era was pivotal in Chinese and world history. Centralized administration and the great Chinese bureaucracy were not only restored but strengthened. The scholar-gentry elite, which had for so long been the binding force for Chinese civilization, triumphed over its aristocratic, nomadic, and Buddhist monastic rivals. During the centuries of Tang and Song rule, the area of civilization grew dramatically as the south was fully integrated with the north. From the Tang era until the 18th century, the Chinese economy was one of the world’s most advanced; the imperial dynasties had political power and economic resources unmatched by those of any other civilization. China did retain key ideas and institutions, but it also changed dramatically. Part of the genius of China arose from the ability to incorporate changes into ancient traditions.

II. CHAPTER REVIEW

A. How did the Sui and Tang reestablish a centralized empire in China?

B. What institutions did the Tang use to govern their empires?

C. What problems did religion cause in this period; how did the state resolve them?

D. Identify Neo-Confucianism; how did it influence Chinese culture and the state?

E. What problems plagued the Song state and how did they attempt to solve them?

F. Describe the Chinese commercial revolution.

G. How did the Chinese expand agricultural production?

H. Describe family life and society during the Tang-Song era.

I. How did gender relations change during the Tang-Song era?

J. Describe Chinese intellectual accomplishments during this period.

III. VOCABULARY

A. Ministry of Rites

B. Jinski

C. Pureland Mahayana Buddhism

D. Chan (Zen) Buddhism

E. Sinified

F. Neo-Confucians

G. Jurchens

H. Junks

I. Flying Money

J. Hangzhou

K. Footbinding
 

IV. MAP EXERCISES

A. Map 12.1: China during the Era of Divisions, the Sui, and the Tang (Page 266)

1. What modern countries did the Tang rule? (Use map at the end of the book)

2. How did Tang borders conform to natural geography?

3. Why would China want to control the Tarim Basin? (Use page 147, too)

B. Map 12.2: China in the Song Periods (Page 274)

1. How do the two maps differ?

2. What has happened to change the two maps?

3. Why would the Southern Song’s existence be precarious?

4. During this period, why might the south develop differently from the north?

V. PHOTO ESSAY: Art Imitates Life (Pages 262, 268, 270, 271, 273, 278, 280, and 284)

Irrespective of the subject, Chinese art is known for its simplicity of composition, empty space, emphasis on nature, and muted colors.

A. Look at the colors, composition, space, and symmetry. What rules does Chinese art seem to follow?

B. Chinese art is realistic and mirrors life. What does the art tell you about:

1. Gender issues?

2. Social hierarchies?

3. Work?

4. Leisure activities?

5. Dress?

6. Religion?

7. Technology?

8. Intellectual pursuits?

VI. DOCUMENT ANALYSIS: Ties that Bind – Paths to Power (Page 269)

A. Analysis

1. Who wrote it? (Attribution includes biographical references)

2. What was the author’s point of view?

3. How reliable is the document? Why? 

4. What was the intent or purpose behind the document?

5. Who was the intended audience?

6. What is the document’s tone?

B. Learning from Documents

1. What does the document tell us about favoritism and patronage in China?

2. Comment: “It is not what you know or how much but who you know.”

3. Would you want to hire Wu Bao? Why or why not?

VII. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. The era of Tang and Song rule in China was known as a(n)

A. golden age of Chinese culture and accomplishments.

B. period of Buddhist dominance.

C. time where Christianity and Islam spread widely in China.

D. time of technological and commercial stagnation.

E. era were nomadic dynasties ruled most of China.

2. Between the collapse of the Han and the rise of the Tang dynasties, China experienced all of these events EXCEPT:

A. non-Chinese nomadic dynasties ruled China.

B. Buddhism eclipsed Confucian teachings.

C. Chinese classical culture and institutions died out.

D. China was divided into competing states and dynasties.

E. trade expanded and cities grew.

3. The Tang rulers were able to control potential nomadic threats to China by

A. bribery.

B. playing one nomadic group against another.

C. settling the nomads within the Chinese borders on land to farm.

D. intermarriage between the nomadic and Chinese ruling families.

E. diverting the nomads and sending them westward, away from China.

4. To administer China, the Tang and Song dynasties relied on

A. Turkish administrators.

B. the aristocracy.

C. merchants.

D. scholar-gentry.

E. Buddhist monks.

5. In Tang China, the exam system to become a scholar-bureaucrat

A. was open only to the sons of the aristocrats.

B. denied intelligent peasants the right to take the exam.

C. was open to all, but family connections better prepared the elite to take the tests.

D. favored army officers.

E. was closed to Buddhists and Muslims.

6. Buddhist successes in China during the Tang era

A. were opposed by the merchants and farmers.

B. provided the state with tax revenues and conscripted labor.

C. were counterbalanced by the introduction of Islam into China.

D. encouraged the scholar-officials, who were largely Buddhist.

E. led to persecutions and seizures of Buddhist monastic lands.

7. Although the Song Dynasty existed for 300 years, it

A. could not afford a well-run or well-policed government.

B. was a period of intellectual and economic stagnation.

C. rarely trusted merchants or supported commercial interests.

D. never possessed an army or navy.

E. existed at the mercy of nomadic peoples from the northern steppes.

8. Neo-Confucianism

A. emphasized tradition, authority, and harmony at the expense of innovation.

B. blended Buddhism and Daoism with traditional Confucian doctrine.

C. abandoned the emphasis on classical learning and test-taking.

D. warmly encouraged the merchant and commercial activities.

E. borrowed and utilized legalist ideas to run the Song state.

9. The major demographic change in China between 500 and 1000 C.E. was the

A. decline of cities as populations moved to the countryside.

B. widespread migration of Chinese to foreign lands.

C. population decrease in the north due to frequent nomadic raids.

D. large population increase in the south around the Yangtze.

E. internal migration of the populace from rural to urban areas.

10. Tang military expansion into central Asia

A. led to constant warfare between the Chinese and the Muslims.

B. promoted renewed commercial contacts between China and west Asia.

C. eliminated nomadic invasions.

D. obtained land to settle large Chinese population surpluses.

E. was easily defeated by the Turks and other pastoral nomads.

11. The technological advance they facilitated Chinese overseas trade was

A. the Grand Canal.

B. sericulture or the production of silk.

C. the manufacture of paper.

D. the introduction of gunpowder.

E. maritime tools such as the junk.

12. In order to facilitate the Chinese commercial revolution during the Tang and Song dynasties, all of these institutions were first developed EXCEPT:

A. deposit shops (banks).

B. the abacus.

C. coins.

D. paper money.

E. credit vouchers.

13. In order to lessen the influence of the aristocrats and bolster the position of the peasants, the Tang and Song monarchs

A. broke up large landed estates and gave the land to the peasants.

B. established courts and rural police to protect the peasants.

C. set a percentage of governmental occupations and positions reserved for peasant applicants.

D. set up free, government sponsored-schools for the peasants.

E. recruited the military officers from the peasant class.

14. Women in Tang and Song China

A. had many outlets for social and intellectual advancement.

B. increasingly copied or borrowed Hindu practices.

C. legally acquired rights independently of their fathers, husbands, or brothers.

D. improved their social position under the Tang, but increasingly lost their rights under the Song.

E. often became Confucian scholars or increasingly ran family businesses.

15. Both footbinding in China and the harem and veil in Islam

A. ended with the spread of Buddhism to Confucian and Muslim areas.

B. were condemned by the Confucian scholar-gentry.

C. were rejected by their societies’ religious establishments.

D. originated in Hindu lands and spread to Chinese and Muslim lands.

E. symbolized the increasing subordination of women to men.

16. The invention of explosive powder (gunpowder) in China

A. was borrowed by the Chinese from the nomads.

B. allowed the Song to defeat the northern nomads.

C. led to the Arab conquest of China.

D. had little initial impact on warfare.

E. had no uses in Song society except for fireworks.

17. The high level of Chinese literacy was due to

A. free schooling for all classes of society.

B. the introduction of an alphabet during the Song dynasty.

C. the invention of movable-type printing and cheap paper.

D. the simplicity of the Chinese system of writing.

E. priests and Confucian theology, which insisted that Heaven wanted all people to be able to read and to write the Confucian classics.

VIII. ESSAY QUESTIONS

A. Compare and contrast Hindu resurgence in India against Buddhism with the Confucian reaction to Buddhism.

B. Compare and contrast Buddhist wealth and influence in China between the Han and Song dynasties with Roman Catholic institutions in western Europe.

C. Compare gender relations in the Chinese, Hindu, and Muslim Post-Classical civilizations with women in western or eastern Europe.

D. Compare and contrast Tang and Song intellectual and technical achievements with the Muslim achievements during the Abbasid era.

E. Compare demographic shifts during the post-classical eras in China and western Europe.

F. Compare and contrast Tang and Song commercial revolutions with the revival of trade and commerce in medieval western Europe.

G. Compare and contrast styles and motivations of art, artistic endeavors, and architecture of any two: Tang/Song China, Abbasid Islam, Medieval Western Europe, and Classical Greece.

H. How had Confucianism changed from the era of Confucius to the Neo-Confucians? (Change over time)
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