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Improving Content Knowledge and Reading Comprehension in AP History 
This activity includes six reading strategies that can be used in the classroom. 
All six of these strategies, like two-column notes, are designed to support the 
development of historical thinking skill 1, developments and processes, while 
improving student's ability to read and understand texts. Several of the strategies 
can also be used to help students with thinking skills 3 , 4, and 5 as well as the 
historical reasoning processes. 

Directions: 

Complete the reading strategy assigned to your group fo r the passage below on 
Japanese industrialization. 

Japan's Industrial Revolution 

Japanese Imperial Army, 1894 

Government Policy and Industrialization 

Political decisions were essential 
after the crisis of the 1860s, 
but they were soon matched 
by other initiatives. The new 
army, based on the universal 
conscription of young men, 
was further improved by formal 
officer training and by upgrading 
armaments according to Western 
standards . With the aid of 
Western advisors , a modern navy 
was established. 

Attention also focused on creating the conditions necessary for industrialization. 
New government banks funded growing trade and provided capital for industry. 
State-built railroads spread across the country, and the islands were connected by 
rapid steamers. New methods raised agricultural output to feed the people of the 
growing cities . 

The new economic structure depended on the destruction of many older 
restrictions . Guilds and internal road tariffs were abolished to create a national 
market. Land reform created clear individual ownership for many farmers, which 
helped motivate expansion of production and the introduction of new fertilizers 
and equipment . 
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Government initiative dominated manufacturing not only in the creation of 
transportation networks but also in state operation of mines, shipyards, and 
metallurgical plants. Scarce capital and the unfamiliarity of new technology 
seemed to compel state direction, as occurred in Russia at the same time. 
Government control also helped check the many foreign advisors needed by early 
Japanese industry; here, Japan maintained closer supervision than its Russian 
neighbor. Japan established the Ministry of Industry in 1870, and it quickly 
became one of the key government agencies, setting overall economic policy as 
well as operating specific sectors . By the 1880s, model shipyards, arsenals, and 
factories provided experience in new technology and disciplined work systems for 
many Japanese. Finally, by expanding technical training and education, setting 
up banks and post offices, and regularizing commercial laws, the government 
provided a structure within which Japan could develop on many fronts. Measures 
in this area largely copied established practices in the West, but with adaptation 
suitable for Japanese conditions; thus, well before any European university, Tokyo 
Imperial University had a faculty of agriculture. · 

Peter N. Stearns et al., World Civilizations, The Global Experience, 7th edition (New 
York: Pearson, 2015). 
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