Unit 3: Classical Persia, Greece and Rome
Key Terms and Concepts
democracy – a government controlled by its citizens either directly or through representatives.
Christianity - a religion inspired from the teachings and later crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The Bible forms the basis of its sacred scripture. It originated during the later part of the Roman Empire. Today, the Catholic, Orthodox, and various Protestant sects make up the majority of its adherents; collectively they form the largest religious group in the modern world.
Pax Romana – (“Roman Peace”) - a period of peace and prosperity throughout the Roman Empire lasting from 27 B.C. to A.D. 180.
republic – a form of government in which power is in the hands of representatives and leaders are elected by the people.

“Rule of Law” – the Roman idea that no one is above the law, that there are limits to a government’s power, and that knowledge of the law and judicial procedure should be made available to the public.
Twelve Tables - the earliest Roman code of civil, criminal, and religious law.

Zoroastrianism – an ancient Persian religion introduced by the religious leader, Zoroaster. It taught that there were two gods; the god of truth, light, and goodness, and the god of darkness and evil. Those who led good lives would go to heaven, while those who were evil would be destined to a fiery hell.

Places and Events
Athens – a Greek city-state noted for developing the first democratic government, though limited, in world history. Unlike Sparta’s focus on military preparedness, Athens stressed the intellectual arts. Athens would face defeat at the hands of Sparta in the Peloponnesian Wars.
Parthenon – a famous marble temple constructed on the Acropolis of Athens that is considered to be a masterpiece of Greek craftsmanship and design. 
Persian Empire – an empire centered in modern-day Iran. By around 500 B.C., it stretched from the Indus Valley in the east, to the borders of Greece, making it the largest empire the world had yet seen.
Rome – originally a small village located on the Tiber river, it eventually became the center of a powerful classical civilization that would control vast expanses of land surrounding the Mediterranean Sea.
Sparta – a Greek city-state noted for its militaristic characteristics. It became the dominant military land-power in ancient Greece. It eventually defeated Athens in the Peloponnesian Wars.
People
Alexander the Great - a king of Macedon who in his youth was tutored by Aristotle. He conquered the quarrelsome Greek city states and by the age of thirty had created one of the largest empires of the ancient world, stretching from Greece to the Himalayas. He was undefeated in battle and is considered one of history's most successful commanders. His conquests would help create Hellenistic culture throughout much of the ancient world.
Archimedes – an ancient Greek mathematician from Alexandria who revolutionized the subject of geometry; he is considered to be one of the greatest mathematicians of ancient times. In addition, he is noted for his studies on levers and pulleys, his measurement of volume and density, his design of catapults, and his invention of a screw-like device inside a cylinder to pump water.  
Aristotle – an ancient Greek philosopher who questioned the nature of the world and of human belief, thought, and knowledge. He collected and classified things, from animals to city-state constitutions, and studied their relationships. His work provides the basis for the scientific method used today.
Darius – a Persian ruler noted for unifying the Persian empire through military expansion and effective administration.  His most noted failure was his inability to conquer the Greek civilization.

Eratosthenes – an ancient Greek scholar, astronomer, poet, historian and mathematician who skillfully used geometry to closely calculate the earth’s size (within 1% of modern calculations). He was also the director of the Alexandrian library.

patricians and plebeians – the two main social classes of Rome. The patricians were members of the wealthy and privileged upper class. The plebeians, the common people of Rome, were common farmers, artisans, and merchants, and they collectively made up most of the population.
Pythagoras - a Greek philosopher who founded a school in southern Italy that sought to discover the mathematical principles of reality through the study of musical harmony and geometry.
Socrates – a classical Greek Athenian philosopher credited for being one of the founders of Western philosophy. He attempted to seek truth through his “Socratic Method” of questioning. He was eventually sentenced to death by the Athenian Council for corrupting the youth of Athens and “neglecting the city’s gods.” He chose, instead, suicide. 
