Weapons of War
Many new tactics for warfare were developed by scientific and technological breakthroughs that created new and much more deadly weapons. These tools were a result of the mechanization and continuing innovation of the Industrial Revolution. They just took a deadly turn. Each weapon produced the need for more fire power or more protection of the uniquely created weapons. Men dug trenches to protect themselves from the rapid fire of the machine guns and the deadly explosions of cannon and mortars. They had been charging out in the open as soldiers had done for the past millennium. These tactics of open charging against the machine guns met with high casualties. Even the new barbed wire first used to stop the escape of cattle was used to slow down the charging men resulting in even greater causalities. To cut down on the high casualties, the various countries tried to come up with new inventions that would either subdue the enemy or break his trench lines with little danger to their own men; each trying to gain the advantage in what became a stalemate resulting in a war of attrition. Listed below are quotes taken from the letters written home or from accounts from the soldiers written in their dairies or books they wrote after the war. Identify the weapons that are being used: 


"I will never forget last Monday for as long as I live. They used liquid fire on us that day, and to tell you the truth, Mother, I cannot tell you how I got away from it. For the fellow who used it (a German soldier), turned it right at me. It shot in my face and over my head and all around me, but it never touched me. Well, it sure made me a good boy. I said my prayers more than once when I was out in No Man's Land." 


"Now a new sound was added to the rising din of battle--something besides the crack of German rifles and the scream of descending artillery. It came in stuttering bursts, like a thousand rifles firing one after the other. Long fiery streaks of tracer bullets spurted across the battlefield. The British went down like a grain cut by a scythe, their bloody hands clutching at the wire. The second wave surged up, and again the hammering of the ... sliced through their line and draped bodies, like broken sacks of grain, over the wire. Then the third wave, and the fourth." 


"These first minutes with the mask decide between life and death: is it tightly woven? I remember the awful sights in the hospital: the gas patients who in daylong suffocation cough their burnt lungs up in clots. Cautiously, the mouth applied to the valve. I breathe. The gas still creeps over the ground and sinks into all hollows. Like a big, soft jellyfish it floats into our shell-hole and lolls there obscenely. I nudge Kat, it is better to crawl out and lie on top than to stay here where the gas collects most. But we don't get as far as that: a second bombardment begins. It is no longer as though the shells roared: it is the earth raging itself." 


"Suddenly it howls and flashes terrifically, the dug-out cracks in all its joints under direct hit, fortunately only a light one that the concrete blocks are able to withstand. It rings metallically, the walls reel. Rifles, helmets, earth, mud and dust fly everywhere. Sulphur fumes pour in." 


"At several places there are tremendous craters. "Great guns, something’s hit that," I say to Kat. He points at one of the trees. In the branches dead men are hanging. A naked soldier is squatting in the fork of the tree, he still has his helmet on otherwise he is entirely unclad. There is only half of him sitting up there, the top half, the legs are missing. .... If a mortar gets you it blows you almost clean out of your clothes. It's the concussion that does it." I search around. And so it is. Here hang bits of uniform, and somewhere else is plastered a bloody mess that was once a human limb. Over these lies a body with nothing but a piece of the underpants on one leg and the collar of the tunic around its neck. Otherwise it is naked and the clothes are hanging up in the tree. Both arms are missing as though they had been pulled out. I discover one of them twenty yards off in a shrub." 


Now that awesome roar was all around them and the dark, ghostly shapes seemed to be moving through the foggy mantle shrouding the ground. Then suddenly, huge, terrible, dark monsters, spouting flame and smoke were upon them. German machine gunners opened up and watched in amazement as their red-hot tracer slugs bounced off the steel sides of monstrous machines. Fire and earth-jarring explosions leaped from the sides of the rolling, heaving behemoths, blasting machine-gun positions into cratered ruins draped with mangled bodies of German soldiers. 


The 4 Fokkers saw him coming and were ready. They closed up and turned. He took on the leader. The leader turned and he was on his tail in a flash. But before he could get his sights on him another Fokker was firing at him. He saw the tracer bullets streaking by and had to turn quickly. The Fokker was stuck on his tail. He circled and turned to shake him off. Where was Johnny? The Fokker was firing again. Pretty close! Here were the others. Down came 5 Camels, guns blazing sparklets and phosphorus. A Camel was firing at the Fokker on his tail. He could tell it was Johnny by his streamer. He saw the Camel go down out of control. He began firing at a Fokker and the Fokker was firing at him when both guns jammed. He turned on his side, loosed his shoulder yoke, and worked at the stoppages. One clear. Where's that hammer? Bang! The other gun was clear. 5 more Camels plunged into the center of the whirling mass, each man taking a Fokker as he leveled off. He saw two planes go down in flames--burning like meteors. So swift was their decent that he could not tell friend from foe. All were firing twisting, turning. He saw a Fokker beneath him and pounced on to its tail. The Fokker half rolled, and he turned quickly on to another. There was that damn sickly yellow phosphorus again in front of him. He looked back. Then came to the other eight Huns. .... He looked at his altimeter--10,000 feet. He noted his position. He saw a Fokker explode and blaze up. Fine. Down went another plane, twisting dizzily and smoking badly. A Camel this time. Greatest dogfight in history!! 


Battles of World War I

Battle of Lorraine-ALSACE-LORRAINE. 

Battle of the Marne (Sept. 5-10, 1914) First Battle of the Marne 

In the opening days of the war the Germans, sweeping through Belgium and southward into France, hoped to encircle Paris and score a quick victory. The First Battle of the Marne, although tactically inconclusive, was strategically a great Allied victory--and one of the most decisive in history--thwarting the German plan for an early end to the war. Allied losses in the first Battle of the Marne were about 250,000; German casualties amounted to nearly 300,000 
Battle of Tannenberg Late August 1914, was a German victory early in World War I over Russia. Russians lost over 1 million people many of who were civilians. After the Germans took about 90,000 prisoners, Samsonov killed himself, and his remaining men were forced to retreat. 

Battle of Verdun (Feb. 21-Nov. 26, 1916) Battle of Verdun, an unsuccessful German effort to take the offensive in the west, was one of the longest and bloodiest encounters of the war. 

Total casualties have been estimated at about 542,000 French and about 434,000 Germans. About 1 million soldiers plus 25,000- 30,000 civilians. Book says 330,000 and 350,000 

Battle of the Marne The Second Battle (July 15-17, 1918) of the Marne stopped the fifth and last of Gen. Erich Ludendorff's great 1918 German offensives. Although the Germans were quickly stopped along most of the Champagne-Marne front, the Seventh Army broke through Allied lines west of Reims and drove about 16 km (10 mi) to the Marne River, which was then crossed by 14 German divisions. The Allied lines soon stiffened, however, largely because of the stubborn defense of the American 3d Division and the arrival of other American units. Within three days of the start of the offensive the Germans were halted, and on July 18 the Allies began a counteroffensive that did not stop until the Armistice on November 11. 

Battle of Gallipoli The Gallipoli campaign of 1915 was an Allied attempt to knock Ottoman Turkey out of WORLD WAR I and reopen a supply route to Russia.  Estimates of Allied casualties for the entire campaign are about 252,000, with the Turks suffering almost as many casualties--an estimated 251,000. 

Battle of Somme (June 24-Nov. 13, 1916) Throughout the summer and autumn the British continued a series of limited attacks, including the last large-scale use of horse cavalry in Western Europe. The British also used tanks for the first time in battle, although not very effectively. The battle ended in a deadlock. Little land had changed hands; the campaign had succeeded only in relieving Verdun. The cost was enormous: the British lost 420,000 men; the French lost 195,000; German casualties were about 600,000. 

The Second Battle of the Somme (Mar. 21-Apr. 5, 1918) This battle, too, was fought at great cost: the British suffered 163,000 casualties, and the French, 77,000; German losses were almost as high as those of the Allies. 

The Gallipoli campaign of 1915 was an Allied attempt to knock Ottoman Turkey out of WORLD WAR I and reopen a supply route to Russia. The initial plan, proposed by British First Lord of the Admiralty Winston CHURCHILL, called for an Allied fleet--mostly British--to force the Dardanelles Strait and then to steam to Constantinople to dictate peace terms. 

On Feb. 19, 1915, a Franco-British fleet under British Vice Admiral Sackville Carden began systematic reduction of the fortifications lining the Dardanelles. The principal fortifications were attacked on March 18. Sixteen battleships--including the powerful Queen Elizabeth--provided the principal firepower. Just as the bombardment had silenced the Turkish batteries, however, three battleships were sunk in an undetected minefield, and three others were disabled. The Turks had nearly expended their ammunition, many of their batteries had been destroyed, and their fire-control communications were out of action. The Allies, however, did not know this. Rear Admiral John de Robeck, who had taken command when Carden fell ill, called off the attack and withdrew his ships from the strait. 

In the meantime, the Allies had hastily assembled a force of 78,000 men and dispatched it from England and Egypt to Gallipoli. As his flotilla gathered near the peninsula, however, the commanding general, Ian Hamilton, discovered that guns and ammunition had been loaded on separate ships. The transports had to steam to Egypt to be properly loaded for combat. The Turks, now alerted to the Allied plan, used the resulting month's delay to improve their defenses. Some 60,000 Turkish troops, under the German general Otto Liman von Sanders, awaited the Allies. 

On April 25, British and ANZAC (Australian and New Zealand Army Corps) troops landed at several points near the tip of the peninsula. Simultaneously, on the Asiatic side of the strait, the one French division made a diversionary landing, and off Bulair, on the neck of the peninsula, a naval force attempted to distract the Turks. 

The Allied troops were soon pinned down in several unconnected beachheads, stopped by a combination of Turkish defenses and British mismanagement. Losses were high. The Turks ringed the tiny beachheads with entrenchments, and the British and ANZAC troops soon found themselves involved in trench warfare. 

After three months of bitter fighting, Hamilton attempted a second assault--on the western side of the peninsula. This assault lacked adequate naval gunfire support; it failed to take any of its major objectives and resulted in heavy casualties. Hamilton was relieved on October 15, and by December 10 his replacement, Gen. Charles Monroe, had evacuated the bulk of the troops and supplies. The remaining 35,000 men were withdrawn without the Turks realizing it on Jan. 8-9, 1916. By contrast with the operation as a whole, the withdrawal was a masterpiece of planning and organization, with no loss of life. 

The Battles of the Somme were two encounters fought along the Somme River in northern France during World War I. 

The First Battle of the Somme (June 24-Nov. 13, 1916) 

The Allies' long-standing plans to attack the Central Powers were delayed when the Germans launched (Feb. 21, 1916) an offensive at Verdun in an attempt to breach the French line. On July 1, following a weeklong artillery barrage, the Allies finally began their attack on the highly fortified German line along the Somme; they now had the secondary purpose of relieving the pressure on Verdun. The British, under Field Marshal Sir Douglas HAIG, played the leading role, with a smaller French force to their right. Only small gains were made on the first day of battle, and the British suffered 60,000 casualties, including 19,000 dead; it was the greatest one-day loss in the history of the British army. 

Throughout the summer and autumn the British continued a series of limited attacks, including the last large-scale use of horse cavalry in Western Europe. The British also used tanks for the first time in battle, although not very effectively. The battle ended in a deadlock. Little land had changed hands; the campaign had succeeded only in relieving Verdun. The cost was enormous: the British lost 420,000 men; the French lost 195,000; German casualties were about 600,000. 

The Second Battle of the Somme (Mar. 21-Apr. 5, 1918) 


In early 1918, German general Erich Ludendorff opened the Second Battle of the Somme, also known as the Somme Offensive. His purpose was to breach the Allied line before U.S. reinforcements could arrive. German shock troops struck along a 92-km (60-mi) front and succeeded in rolling back the Allies as much as 64 km (40 mi). It was the Germans' first major breakthrough since the early days of the war. Haig failed to get support from the French forces under Gen. Henri PETAIN, who was occupied with the defense of Paris, and the Allies assigned Gen. Ferdinand FOCH the task of coordinating the Allied efforts. Foch immediately sent French reserves to the Somme, and the German drive lost momentum. This battle, too, was fought at great cost: the British suffered 163,000 casualties, and the French, 77,000; German losses were almost as high as those of the Allies. 






