Unit 6A Vocabulary: Birth & Fundamentals of Islam
Five Pillars of Islam - the five primary obligations of faith that each Muslim must fulfill in his or her lifetime. They are: faith, prayer, charity, fasting and pilgrimage to Mecca.

Islam (“submission”) - a monotheistic religion based upon the teachings of the prophet Mohammed and articulated by the Arabic Quran, the holy book of Islam. It developed in Arabia in the 7th century. Its followers would spread the faith through military conquest and soon control an area larger than the Roman Empire, an area today generally referred to as “the Middle East.” 

Quran (or Koran) (“the recitation”) - the central religious text of Islam, considered the verbatim word of God (Allah) as revealed to Muhammad through the angel Gabriel. It is also widely regarded as the finest piece of literature in the Arabic language.

Arabian Peninsula - a land mass located in far southwest Asia and north-east of Africa. Also known as Arabia, it is the world's largest peninsula. Islam would be born here in the cities of Mecca and Medina. The area currently plays a critical geopolitical role due to its vast reserves of oil and natural gas. 

Bedouin Societies – nomadic, desert dwelling tribes found in Arabia and other areas of the Middle East. The religion of Islam would originate among the Bedouin Arabs.
Mohammed – the founding prophet of Islam. Born in Mecca, Arabia, he united most of the Arab tribes into a single religious political force. He saw himself as the restorer of the uncorrupted teachings of earlier Jewish and Christian prophets, rather than as the founder of a new faith.
Unit 6B Vocabulary: Islamic Empires & Expansion

Abbasid Dynasty – a dynasty centered in Baghdad that emerged after the collapse of the Umayyad caliphate in the 8th century. Founded by the descendants of Muhammad's uncle, it ruled much of the Muslim empire and flourished for two centuries, but slowly went into decline with the rise to power of the Turkish army it had created, the Mamelukes.
Caliphate - The office or jurisdiction of a caliph who, claiming to be a successor to Muhammad, is regarded as the supreme political and religious leader of Islam.
Crusades – expeditions lasting from 1095 to 1272 in which medieval Christian warriors sought to recover control of the Holy Land from the Muslims.
Saladin - a Kurdish Muslim Sultan who led Muslim armies against the European Crusaders, eventually paving the way for the recapture of Palestine. He was noted, even amongst Christian Crusaders, for his noble and chivalrous behavior.

Seljuk Turks – a tribe originally from central Asia who, after converting to Islam, captured Bagdad from Persian control. They occupied most of Anatolia and would continue to threaten Christian Byzantium and its capital, Constantinople.
Sunni / Shiite Muslims – two major branches of Islam that developed in the 7th century during Umayyad rule.  The Sunni acknowledged the first four elected caliphs after the death of Mohammad as rightful successors to Mohammad. Shiite Muslims rejected Umayyad rule and insisted that only descendents of the fourth caliph, Ali, who was a descendent of Mohammed, could be rightful leaders of Islam.
Umayyad Dynasty – a Muslim dynasty centered in Damascus that ruled much of Islam in the 7th and 8th centuries following the murder of the fourth Caliph, Ali. After the Umayyads were overthrown by the Abbasids in 750, some members fled across North Africa and established a Muslim Caliphate in Spain known as Al-Andalus, or the Cordova Caliphate.
