Unit 6C Vocabulary: Kingdoms of Africa
Battuta, Ibn - a Muslim explorer considered to be one of the greatest travelers of all time. He would travel over 75,000 miles during a 30 year period, a figure unsurpassed by any individual explorer until the coming of the Steam Age some 450 years later. He visited most of the known Islamic world as well as many non-Muslim lands.
Ghana, Mali, Songhai – a successive series of prosperous West African kingdoms lasting from A.D. 750 to 1600. Their power was based primarily on the control of trans-Saharan gold-salt trade routes. 
Gold-Salt Trade – a trade network centered in the West African kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai where people north of the Sahara traded salt to people south of the Sahara for gold.

Mansa Musa – Muslim ruler of the Mali empire from 1312–1337. During his reign, Timbuktu became a center of Muslim learning and culture. His famous pilgrimage to Mecca in which he gave away gifts of gold are believed to have devalued the gold price for over a decade.
Sahara - the world's largest hot desert, it covers most of Northern Africa and is almost as large as the United States. It would play a critical role throughout history as a challenging geographic barrier between Northern and Sub-Saharan Africa.
Savanna – regions of sub-Saharan Africa characterized by flat, grass-covered plains, nearly treeless in some places but generally having a mix of widely spaced trees and bushes. 

Timbuktu – one of the most important cities and trading centers of the Mali kingdom that attracted scholars from around the known world.
